
Top Tip

First Legal has created this Top Tip Series to educate, raise awareness, enhance skills, reduce errors,
and improve efficiencies by highlighting a single subject that directly relates to your daily work.

When submitting a Stip & Order, if one of the parties listed on the stipulation has yet to appear in the
case, the court will require First Appearance Fees for that party. 

The court will not refund or defer these fees because they are legitimately due. It will then be the
responsibility of the filing party to collect those fees from opposing counsel. This can be an awkward
situation if these fees were not discussed by the parties ahead of time.

First Legal recommends that you check the court record prior to submission or confer with the
opposing counsel to ensure their appearance fees have been paid.

If you have any questions about eFiling, please contact our eFiling department at
eFiling@firstlegal.com, call 877.399.5562, or use the chat feature within our portal at app.firstlegal.com

Whichever party agrees to file the Stip & Order will have to pay
those fees at the time of filing. 

800.889.0111 www.FirstLegal.com

2025 | CA PI: 24171, AZ PI: 1551710, NV LICENSE: NV PI-PS: 1452, FIRM NO: 094F

Personalized Solutions. Effortless Experience. File Thru Trial™

First Appearance Fees 
When Submitting a Stipulation Order

For any questions or comments about the information provided, please let us know. 
We also welcome your suggestions for new topics.

First Legal is proud to offer a network of litigation experts who act and feel like a natural extension of
your team. We believe in practicing with integrity, delivering on our promises, and being personally

accountable. These values define how we work, how we treat others, and everything we do.
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